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Abstract 

The present study aims at investigating the effectiveness of animated cartoons 

on developing English oral communication skills among first year secondary 

students. For this purpose, two classes were selected at random and assigned to an 

experimental group and control group, 25 students in each group. While participants 

of the experimental group received learning through animated cartoons, participants 

in the control group received regular instruction. The animated cartoons included 4 

short videos. Pre and post- tests of oral communication skills (speaking and listening) 

were prepared and administered by the researcher in this study. The data obtained 

were statistically analyzed using the nonparametric Mann-Whitney test to compare 

students' performance; in both groups. Results confirmed the effectiveness of 

animated cartoons in developing first year secondary school students' overall oral 

communication skills and its two components. Accordingly, relevant 

recommendations and suggestions for further research were provided. 

Key words: Oral communication skills, animation, animated cartoons, EFL 

secondary school students, teaching English through animations. 

 امللخص العربي   

هدفت الدراسة إلى التحقق من فعالية الرسوم المتحركة في تنمية مهارات التواصل الشفهي بالمغة 
اإلنجميزية لدى طالبات السنة األولى في المرحمة الثانوية. لهذا الغرض ، تم اختيار فصمين بطريقه عشوائية وتم 

البة في كل مجموعة. في حين تمقت المشاركات في المجموعة ط 52تقسيمهم لمجموعة تجريبية واخرى ضابطة ، 
التجريبية التعًمم من خالل الرسوم المتحركة ، تمقت المشاركات في المجموعة الضابطة التعميم المعتاد. تضمنت 

بعدي لمهارات التواصل الشفهي )التحدث  –مقاطع فيديو قصيرة. وقد تم إعداد اختبار قبمي  4الرسوم المتحركة 
-Mannاالستماع( من قبل الباحثة. ثم تحميل البيانات التي تم الحصول عميها إحصائيا باستخدام اختبار و 

Whitney  الالمعممي لمقارنة أداء الطالبات في كال المجموعتين. وقد أكدت النتائج فعالية الرسوم المتحركة في
لدى طالبات السنة األولى من المرحمة الثانوية.  تنمية مهارات التواصل الشفهي الكمية بشقيها )التحدث واالستماع(

 وبناًء عمى ذلك ، تم تقديم التوصيات واالقتراحات ذات الصمة إلجراء مزيد من البحث.

مهارات التواصل الشفهي ، الرسوم المتحركة ،  تدريس المغة اإلنجميزية كمغة اجنبيه الكممات المفتاحية: 
 لمغة اإلنجميزية من خالل الرسوم المتحركة.لطالبات المرحمة الثانوية ، تدريس ا

 

 

 



- 25 - 

The Effectiveness of Animated Cartoons on the Development of Oral………………….. 

 

- Introduction 
  
    Oral communication skills are so valued that some researchers claim that they are 

the heart of language learning ,and As the awareness of the importance of teaching 

oral communication increased, EFL teachers and researchers began investigating the 

effectiveness of several forms of multimedia on oral communication  

    One form of this multimedia which can play a very effective role in improving oral 

communication is animated cartoons (Lertola, 2010). 

        Not only do these animations motivate the students but also they present the 

language through more than one sense. This "multisensory presentation of 

information" enhances the students' ability to memorize language items (memory 

retention). Both Rias and Zaman (2012) mentioned that animation include images 

and lyrics that enhances the effectiveness of education. Animation which is a 

combination of these elements provides students with a deep learning experience and 

helps them to acquire the language through different learning channels (different 

learning senses). 

        Kwasu et al (2015) asserted that animation is one of the most successful 

examples of technology that can be used in the learning environment. 

   Another theory that   establishes a strong theoretical background to using 

animations in improving oral communication is the theory of Social Learning. 

According to this theory, people learn through imitation and observation. The 

impact of observation and imitation on education is known since ancient times. 

Bandora (1961)believed that learning by observation goes through four stages: 

attention, retaining, motivation and production (Fryling, M. J., Johnston, C., & 

Hayes, L. J. , 2011). 

Depending on the aforementioned theories, this research sets out to investigate the 

effectiveness  of  animated  cartoons  in  improving  oral  communication  skills  

among students in the first grade secondary. 

 

- Research problem:  

     As a regular English teacher in a secondary school, the researcher noticed that 

students face a difficulty with oral communication. This difficulty has been 

attributed to students' low motivation, fear of participation as well as the lack of 

awareness of the importance of oral skills in their lives. 

To get a better understanding of the problem, the researcher conducted informal 

interviews with fifteen English teachers at the secondary level in Alrass city; eighty 

percent of these teachers agreed that listening and speaking are very problematic, 

see Appendix (B).  In addition, students’ oral assessments showed clearly that 

students do not have the required ability to communicate orally. The students are 

shy to do any activity that needs oral communication. In order to get a documented 

idea about the students' level of oral communication skills, the researcher 

administered a piloting test for measuring oral communication. The mean of the 

students' scores was very low. In addition, the need for conducting research in this 

area was supported by many related studies like; (Alaba, 2014, Khadimally, 2015, 

Arikan,. & Taraf 2010). 
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      The research attempts to investigate the effectiveness of animated cartoons on 

developing oral communication skills among students of the first grade secondary in 

Alrass City. 

Research Questions: 
     From the above identified problem, it has been concluded that the students at the 

first grade secondary have low oral communication skills in the English Language. 

Thus, The Research attempts to find answer to the following main question: 

   To  what  extent     are  the  animated  cartoons     effective  in  developing  oral 

communication  skills  in  English  Language  among  the  students  of  the  first  

grade secondary in Alrass city?   
 
The above main question can be divided into two sub-questions as follows: 

1.  To what   extent are the animated cartoons   effective in developing English 

speaking skill among the students of the first grade secondary in Alrass city 

2.  To what extent are the animated   cartoons effective in developing English 

listening skill among the students of the first grade secondary in Alrass city? 

Research Hypotheses: 
1.   There is a statistically significant difference at 0.05 between the experimental and 

the control groups in the posttest means of English speaking skills in favor of the 

experimental group. 

2.   There is a statistically significant difference at 0.05 between the experimental and 

the control groups in the posttest means of English listening skills in favor of the 

experimental group. 

Research Objectives: 
The present Research  aims to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Measuring the effectiveness of animated cartoons on  developing speaking skill 

among the first-grade secondary students in Alrass city. 

2.   Measuring the effectiveness of animated cartoons on developing listening skill 

among the first-grade secondary students in Alrass city. 

Significance of the Research: 
1. The animated cartoons may provide an interesting learning environment that 

capture students' attention. They help the students to focus on the educational 

content. Also, they help students to comprehend complex ideas. Moreover, 

animated cartoons can reduce fear and speaking anxiety among students. 

2. By highlighting the importance of using animated cartoons,  teachers  are 

encouraged  to  produce  cartoons  and  use them  in  their classrooms. 

3. Animated cartoons are supposed to attract their attention towards some of the 

new technological tools that should be used as an effective and essential means 

for the success of the educational process, and train teachers on how to use 

them in education. 

4. This study can pave the way for other future studies in the areas of animated 

cartoons and oral communication skills, as the two areas still need more 

research. 
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Research Limitations 
The research was implemented within the following limits: 

1. Objective limits: This study is limited to the development of oral communication 

skills (listening and speaking) of the second unit (What an experience!) in the 

English language curriculum (Traveller2) for first grade secondary. 

2.  Spatial boundaries: It is limited to “The Fifth Secondary School”;   one of the 

Girls  Schools  in Alrass city. 

3.  Time limits: The study is applied in the First semester in the school year of 2018. 

4.  Human limits: The research is applied on female students of the First Grade 

Secondary in “The Fifth Secondary School” in Alrass city. 

 

-Research Method 
 

-The Experimental Design 
 

    The researcher   chose the experimental method  to study the effectiveness of animated 

cartoons as an independent variable on the development  of oral communication skills 

as the dependent variable. Because it   suits the nature of study. It is based on dividing 

the participants into two groups; experimental and control. The experimental group  

studies  through  animated  cartoons,  while  the  control  group  studies  the  same 

content by the traditional way. 

 
- The Participants 
    The participants included 2 classes selected randomly from the Fifth Secondary 

School  for  Girls,  Qassim,  Alrass,  in  the  school  year  2015/2016.    The  first  class 

represented the experimental group (N=25) whereas the second class represented the 

control group (N=25). The participants' ages ranged from fifteen to sixteen and they 

had been studying English for six years; starting from the fourth year of the primary 

school. 

 
- Research Tool: 
    The current research used two tools: A pre-post oral communication test  and a 

rating scale to assess students' English oral communication. 

 
Research Terminology 

1. Animated Cartoons 

The researcher defined animated cartoons, in this study, as a rapid display of series 

of colorful still images, by using computer programs, that create an illusion of 

movement. This display is accompanied by voices of native speakers as well as sound 

effects. 

 

2. Oral Communication 

     The researcher defined  oral  communication  as  the ability to  speak  to  others, 

communicate, express one's self, comprehend and convey the meaning   accurately 

and clearly to  the other party,  through  interaction  with  the English  language.  
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Therefore, whenever the researcher mentions oral communication skills, throughout 

this study, she refers to the speaking and the listening skills. 
 

Literature Review 

1.The Conceptual Framework of Animated Cartoons: 
      Animated cartoons appeared at the beginning of the twentieth century at the 

hands of professional painters who produced sequences of hand-drawings and 

displayed them in high speeds. Musa et al (2013) define animated cartoons as a series 

of hand-drawn or electronic drawings that are presented in a high speed to give the 

illusion of movement. In this research, the researcher defines Animated Cartoons as 

still audiovisual images  presented in  rapid  succession  using computer programs  to  

develop English oral communication skills among students of Saudi first secondary 

grade. 

 
A-Types of Computer Animation 
Moreno(2014, P.13) divides animations into two types; 

1. Computer-Assisted  Animation:  in  which  hand-made  drawings  are 

computerized using certain animation programs. 

2. Computer-Generated Animation: in which animation is designed solely on 

computers. This category can be divided into two types: two- dimensional (2D) and 

three-dimensional animation. 

The current research focuses on two-dimensional animations because they can be 

easily used in schools without a need to professional designers. They depend on 

point-and-click technology. 

 
B-The Rational Behind Teaching English Oral Communication through 

Animated Cartoons 
 

Video resources offer visual aids that support the listening materials. Learners often 

find it difficult to concentrate for a long time without visual aids. Videos may help 

students keep their concentration focused on the audio material. In addition, 

authentic video materials can produce a better learning environment that motivate 

EFL learners and improve their overall linguistic competence (Dodd et al., 

2015;Williams & Lutes, 2013). 

       Animated cartoons enhance memory retention because they present information 

through more than one sense (multisensory presentation of information).Andrew et 

al (2012, P. 286) indicate that language processing can be seen as a multisensory 

integration process that combine auditory and visual information (Rizka,2012,p421 ) 

confirm that” viewing a speaker’s facial movements improves the comprehension of 

speech”. The researcher believes that teaching oral communication through 

animated cartoons could expose students to the benefits of multisensory theory of 

Mayer (2001).Pavio's dual coding theory and Mayer's generative theory both 

consider that learning should improve when multiple coding systems are engaged 

through different media representations. 

      According to Krashen's Input Hypothesis(Krashen and Terrell, 2008, P.32), we 

can acquire a language by exposure to an input that is a little beyond our current 

level of  competence. Following this assumption, animated cartoons can be used as a 

facilitating pedagogical tool. That works on abridging the input. 



- 29 - 

The Effectiveness of Animated Cartoons on the Development of Oral………………….. 

 

      In line with all the above reasoning, the researcher designed animated cartoons in 

which voices of characters are voices of native speakers. Accordingly, students can 

listen attentively and observe the way cartoon characters speak. This might help to 

highlight students’ errors, then, they can use   the   strategy   of   using   self-

correcting.   Consequently,   this   enhances developing English oral communication 

skills. 

 
C-The Advantages of Video Materials in English Teaching 
     Using animated cartoons in teaching English have many advantages. These 

advantages are presented as shown in figure 2.2 . Literature confirms that  using  

animation  clips  can  play a  crucial  role  in  developing  students’ listening ability, 

vocabulary and their attitudes towards English as a whole (Karakas& 

Saricoban,2012;Stiviani&Hayati, 2013).Teaching English with Video Materials can 

stimulate students’ autonomy. While viewing the video materials, students can have 

different learning experiences from the traditional way of teaching through textbook. 

      Watching animated cartoons can bring entertaining atmosphere created by the 

language used by the characters (Williams & Lutes, 2013). As a result, students can 

learn new cultural information and emotional attitudes about the learning materials. 

Thus, they could make use of their autonomy in language learning (Wang, 2015).  

Learners have the chance to examine the social active part of communication as 

native speakers relate in real settings (Ismaili, 2013) 

 
Figure  (1)  Some of the Advantages of using Animated cartoons in Teaching ESL Source: 

Original 

      Animated   cartoons   can   enhance   classroom   activities,   motivate Students’ 

enthusiasm for English learning and help to hold their attention in the classrooms. 

Teaching English with Animated cartoons have advantages of real sound effects, 

colorful scenes and dialogues between characters prepared by visual aids (Wafi, 

2013, P.62). These vivid activities can reduce the dullness and boredom of 

conventional English teaching materials. They provide a more relaxed atmosphere 

than the traditional activities. Thus, students will be able to improve their 

competence of language learning greatly (Pratiwi, 2010). 

     English video materials selected for language teaching are reflections of 

realistic situations in real Life. Students can see how language is used in real life 

which is very different from the traditional English teaching materials. For example, 

the dialogues between characters in the movie motivate students to practice their 

spoken English. Many new words and phrases, especially idioms and colloquial 

expressions can be understood with the help of the visual aids (Putra,  2012,  P.2).  
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Listening  to  native  speakers’   people  help   students strengthen their listening 

skills and improve their pronunciation and intonation (Pratiwi, 2010, P.140). 

      Both Sari and Sugandi (2015) demonstrate that movies can improve 

learners speaking skill because when students like the characters of the movie , they 

start to talk with their friends and speak about them afterwards. They can also find 

movie scripts online and imitate what the characters said in the animated cartoons. 

Then they can replay the movie to check whether their pronunciation was  correct  

or  not.  Animated  cartoons  are  excellent  choice  for  learning English. Because 

students can learn by listening and imitating ( Pratiwi, 2010). 

       In addition, video materials such as animated cartoons can be used to give 

learners an opportunity to show their comprehension. They can be utilized to engage 

students in the learning process. Students can be encouraged to take on the role of 

the educator through active learning techniques utilizing video materials. Students 

not only learn through observation, but also through sharing in the process of 

learning (Dodd et al., 2015; Williams & Lutes, 2013). 

2.The Conceptual Framework of Oral Communication Skills 

      Oral communication  is  crucial  in acquisition  of a second  language. 

According  to  the  Oxford  Pocket  Dictionary  of  Current  English  (2010) Speaking 

means “The action of conveying information or expressing one's thoughts  and  

feelings  in  spoken  language”  whereas  listening  means  “The ability  to  pay  

attention  to  and  effectively  interpret  what  other  people  are saying”. 

 
A.The Nature of Oral Communication Skills 
Al-Hashemi et al (cited in Juhani, 2015) indicate that speaking is a complicated and 

complex process which can be described into two main categories: 

1.  Analysis: In which the students reviews his memorized vocabulary looking  for  

words  or  units  that  enable  the  expression  of  the meanings that emerged in 

his mind. 

2.  Synthesis: In which the students create from these words or units which enable 

them to express meanings that emerged from withintheir minds. According to 

Seleem (2011) listening skill (reception) is subdivided into:( Sound 

discrimination-   word recognition- listening for main ideas). 

 
B.The Relationship between Oral Communication Skills 
 

      Listening and speaking intercourse and depend on each other,Therefore, 

listening can’t be separated from speaking. As Budianto (2012, P.11) asserts “The 

students should recognize this correlation so that they can hear English sounds a lot 

in order to improve their speaking ability”. Similarly, AbdAl-Bari (2011) stated that 

the speaker cannot acquire language without listening to the language first. 

Moreover, it’s known that listening precedes speaking. Likewise, Sevik (2012, P.10) 

indicates that “spoken language is the first stage of learning a new language”. Thus, 

the relation between listening and speaking do exist. The researcher believes that 

listening skill has a positive effect on other language skills, especially speaking skills 

 
. Method and Results and Discussions 

The Participants 
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     The participants included two classes selected at random from Fifth 

Secondary School for Girls, Al-Qassim, Alrass city, in the school year 

2015/2016. The first class represented the experimental group (N=25) whereas 

the second class represented the control group (N=25). The participants' ages 

ranged from fifteen to sixteen and they had been studying English for six 

years; starting from the fourth year of the primary school. 

 
  The Experimental Design of the Research 

     The experimental design is based on dividing the participants into two 

groups; the experimental and control group. The experimental group studied 

through animated cartoons, while the control group studied the same content 

in the traditional way. The experimental  design  was  applied  in  this  study  

to  assess  the effectiveness  of using animated cartoons on students’ oral 

communication skills. Pre-post oral performance tests were administered to 

both groups to collect data in terms of students' performance in the oral 

communication skills.  Table 3.1  explains the procedures done for both 

groups. 

 

  The Instructional Design of the Animated Cartoon 
 

    The researcher adopted ADDIE Instructional Design as a guide in designing 

animated cartoons for its simplicity, flexibility, suitability for the animations as 

well as the clarity of its stages as mentioned earlier in chapter 2. The general 

frame of the model (ADDIE) consists of five main stages which are shown in 

Figure 3.1 

 

 
Figure 3.1 Stages of ADDIE Model(Branch, 2009) 

 

-The Aim of preparing oral communication skills 
 
      Identifying the main and the sub- skills that need to be improved can help in 

designing the animated cartoons in the best way that target these specific skills. 

Thus, strengthendutsent’soralcommunication diksls. 
 

 

Identifying the Needed Skills 
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3 main skills 3 main skills 6 0 100% 

6 sub- skills 5 sub- skills 10 1 90.90% 

 

     In order to identify the needed skills to be developed, the researcher conducted 

an instructional analysis to the student’stextbookoftheEnglishLanguage(Traveler2)

ou  first grade secondary (2016),the teacher's guide book associated with the student 

book  and  the module’s content (What an experience!) of uht  E nglish language

curriculum (Traveler2) of first grade secondary. 

 
-Checking the Validity and Reliability of the Content 
 

    The  content(  skills)  were     submitted  to  5  jury  members  specialized  in 

Curriculum and Instruction that were required to assess the validity of these skills. 

The researcher received assistance from an English teacher to review the above 

procedures. Moreover,  to  check  the  reliability  of  the  content  being  analyzed,  

the  researcher calculated the reliability of the analysis based on Cooper’s coefficient. 

Table 3.2 presented the ratio of the matches between the first and second content 

analysis that ranged between 85.71% and 100%, which is considered a high 

reliability value. 
 

Table (1) Cooper coefficients for the first and second analysis of the content 
 

 

Number of       Number of 
First Analysis         Second                                                                Cooper 

times that      times that do 
Analysis                                                           Coefficients 

matched         not match 

Aims  

7                         6                     12                     1                   92.30% 

Speaking Skills 4 main skills      3 main skills             6                     18                  85.71% 
 

11 sub- skills      9 sub- skills             1                      2                      90% 

Listening Skills   6 0 100% 

  10 1 90.90% 

 
-The Content of the Animated Cartoons 
 

    These animated cartoons consisted of four short dialogues associated with eight 

appropriate types of activities. These short dialogues have been chosen from Saudi 

English Curriculum(traveler2) module 2 (what an experience!). The voices of 

animated characters are voices of native speakers and they were designed basically 

for enhancing oral communication skills among students. The animated cartoons 

included various topics; e.g., Believe it or not, Adventure, Taste it !, and What 

happened?. 

 
-Strategies and Activities 
 

The  researcher  adopted  the  following  strategies  and  activities  to  teach  oral 

communication skills: 

1. Role-Playing Strategy: The researcher used role play to help students practice 

their speaking and listening skills. Students were asked to sit in groups of four or 

five and were given roles to act such as a waitress. This strategy was used to 
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stimulate the students’ oral communication skills and train them to speak in

authentic real situations. 

2. Modeling Strategy: depending on Social Learning Theory of Bandora(1961), the  

researcher  used  the  characters  of  animated  cartoons  as  models  for  the 

students to imitate and to motivate them to speak. Before  watching the animated 

cartoons,  the  researcher  asked  some  students  speak  about  their  favorite 

superstars  in  cartoon  movies.  Learning  through  the  SL Theory requires  the 

presence  of  models  that  students  can  interact  with  (AlZaghlul,  2010).  It 

involves: 

- Output:  To  verify  that  learning  through  observation  is  taking  place,  the 

researcher assessed the student’s oral skills through recording students’ voices,

skdstddkod, group/ pair work as well as through role play. 

- Retention:  Animated  cartoons  played  a  major  role  in  improving  retention 

among students because it requires certain mental abilities of the individual as 

memorizing and recalling. 

- Motivation: Animated cartoons help to motivate students to acquire oral 

communication skills because they stimulate using speaking and listening skill.     

- Attention: The researcher asked questions about the dialogue and the students 

were asked to imitate the pronunciation of certain phrases after watching 

animation. 

-Assessment Instruments 
 
   The researcher prepares pre-post-test along with a rating scale in order to assess 

the oral communication skills, which will be discussed in detail in the instruments' 

section. 
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-The Tools Used in Creating the Animation: 
 

The researcher used the following programs in the animated cartoons 

production 
 

Table (2) The Tools Used in Creating the Animation 
 

Program/ Software                             Function 
 

Go Animate Site                                   To design the animated cartoons Pro Show Gold 5                                   

To present the animated cartoons Adobe Photoshop CS6                          To design 

backgrounds and graphics 

Adobe After Effects CS6                      To design some scenes in the animated cartoon 
 

Adobe Audition CS6                             To process/ cut 
 

 Multimedia Used in the Animated Cartoons: 
Multimedia used in the animated cartoons production described in Table 3.6 

 

Table (3) Multimedia Used in the Animated Cartoons 
 

Educational Materials         Applications 
 

Written texts                           The  researcher  used  (Microsoft  Word  

2010)  to  write characters'  names   and   the   

control   button   names   for students. 

Images and Graphics              The researcher used pictures and graphics 

available in the Go animate site. Using and 

modifying some images from the Internet. 

Sounds and Dialogue             The researcher used audio clips of English 

native speakers that are part of (Traveler 2) 

curriculum approved by the Ministry of Education. 

Sound Effects                         The researcher used the sound effects available on   

Go 
 

Animate Site and some sound effects obtained from 

the 
 

Internet. 
 

 

-The Implementation Phase: 
 

   The researcher inspected the sequence of screens and transitions among 

animation scenes, the clarity of sounds and their matching with the scenes. 

Also, the researcher assured that the animation cartoons are free from 

technical problems. Finally, the researcher at this stage produced an animated 

cartoon for trial. 
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-Validity of Animated Cartoons 

The animated cartoons   were   submitted to 5 jury members specialized 

in educational technology that were required to assess the animated cartoons 

in terms of educational, technical and programming criteria  

 

The Evaluation Stage: 
 

     Evaluation in  this  animated cartoons  was  summative.  It  was conducted  

at the  end  of  teaching Module Two using animated cartoons; through  the 

administration of  oral communication  post-test  to  measure  the effectiveness 

of the animated cartoon on developing oral communication skills.  It was 

quantitative, using numeric  scores  to evaluate learners' improvement  in both 

groups. 

 
The Instruments 
 

     The researcher prepared and used pre and post-test and observation card/ rating 

scale to measure the English oral communication skill of first secondary grade 

students before and after teaching with animated cartoons. The oral test consisted of 

two parts: Speaking and Listening. 
 
-Description of the Oral Communication Test 
 

     The oral test consisted of two parts; speaking and listening. It consisted of23 items 

and   three listening dialogues taken from the school book. 
 
- Speaking Test 
 
    The dimensions of the speaking test were four: Pronunciation, Fluency, 

Vocabulary, and Building an argument. The test consisted of   three questions and 11 

items. Types of questions are Role- playing tasks, four WH-questions, and discussion 

tasks. 

 
- Listening Test 
 

    The dimensions of the listening test were three: Understanding, Analyzing, and 

Evaluating the audio material. The test consists of three listening dialogues and 12 

multiple choices questions with four alternative choices. 

 
The Grading System for the Oral communication Test: 
 

Speaking Test Scoring 
 

   For assessing students' pronunciation, fluency, lexical items, and their ability to 

build an argument with  their teacher and classmates in English language.. As a 

result, the researcher designed a rating scale of five where (0) stands for "very 

poor",(1) stands for "poor",  (2) stands for "fair"  (3)  stands  for  "good"  and  (4)  

stands  for  "very good", see Appendix (E). 
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 disagreement  coefficient 

Total 14 3 17 82.35% 

 

 
Listening Test Scoring 
 

    For assessing students’ ability to understand, analyze and evaluate the audio 

material  i.e  listening  task.  The  researcher  used  multiple choices  in  which 

students choose among four options.  The correct answer was given one  mark  while 

the wrong answer was given a zero. 

 
 Test Validity: 
 

    The test, the rating scale and the script of the four dialogues depicted in the 

animated cartoon videos were submitted to five jury members specialized in 

Curriculum and Instruction who were asked to judge these tasks in terms of content 

appropriateness. They were also asked to state their opinion concerning whether the 

test items elicit sufficient speech samples from the students. Generally, the comments 

received from all the referees were supportive and helped in refining the test items. 

For the final version of the test, the script of the four animated cartoons videos, and 

the rating scale were presented in appendix (F). Also, for the names of the jury 

members, see Appendix(A). 

 
Piloting the Tests: 
 

    The oral communication test was piloted on fifteen students. The purpose of this 

piloting was to identify the following; the appropriateness of the language to the 

participants and the degree to which the pictures are clear. It also aimed at 

identifying the time required for the test. The time was estimated through calculating 

the mean of the times used by the fifteen students to complete the test. It was 

estimated that 20 to 25 minutes would provide enough time. 

 
Test Reliability 
 

    To  verify that  the oral  communication  tests  as  well  as  the rating scale  are 

reliable, the researcher used Cooper equation to test the reliability of the rating skill. 
 

Table (4) Cooper coefficients for the first and second analysis of the rating scale  
 

Skill 
 
Number of agreement 

Number of  

Total 
Reliability

 

 
 
 
 
 

Table (4) presents that the ratio of matches between the first and the second 

analysis is 82.35%, which is considered a high reliability value. 

 
To verify that the oral communication test is reliable, the researcher 

used Cronbach's alpha Test to check the reliability of the speaking test. On 

the other hand,Kuder– Richardson20 Test was applied to check the 

listening test reliability. The 
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formula of the Kuder– Richardson20 can be presented as follows: 

∑ 
[                     ], where     is the number of items,      is the 
proportion of 

 

correct  responses  to  test  item i,      is  the  proportion  of  incorrect  

responses  to  test item i and       is the variance of the responses. The 

calculated values of the reliability coefficients of the oral communication 

test are presented in table 3.8 

 
 

Table (5) Reliability coefficient values for the oral communication test 
 
 

Dimensions of the Test Reliability coefficient
 

Speaking 0.920*
 

Listening 0.786**
 

The Test as a whole 0.853*
 

 

* Cronbach's alpha coefficient 
** KR(20) coefficient 

 
 

     The table (5)    

 showsuht valuesofrCanach’salphaandKD20uordpeaking,listening and the test as a 

whole, which are considered high values and assures that the test has a high level of 

reliability. The Final Version of the Rating Scale and Oral Communication Test 
 

    After completing the necessary adjustments, the test has been approved to be 

ready for actual use. The test included 6 questions and 23 items. The full mark was 

56 marks in which it is to be calculated and audited by the examiner. Appendix (E) 

 

- Pre-testing 
 

     In the second semester of the school First 2018, the oral communication pre-test 

was administered to the control and experimental groups before the experiment. The 

test was checked according to the key model answer, see Appendix( E) To  verify  

that  there  are  no  prior  significant  differences between  the  two groups  in the 

oral communication skills, the researcher used the non-parametric Mann- Whitney 

Test. Table 3.9 contains  relevant  data  concerning  students'  performance  on the 

oral communication pre-test. 
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Table (6) Significance of Differences between the Mean Ranks of the Experimental and 
 

Control Groups in the Pre-Test 
 
 

 
Skills         Pre-exam.       Group size 

Mean 
 

 
Rank 

Sum of 
 

 
Ranks 

 

 
U-value     Z-value      Sig.

 

Control 

group 

Experiment 

group 

 
25              26.1         652.5 
 
 

 
25              24.9         622.5 

 
 

 
297.5           -0.3          0.7

Control 

group 

 

Experiment 

group 

 
25             25.44         636 
 
 

 
25             25.56         639 

 
 

 
311          -0.032      0.975

Control 

group 

 

Experiment 

group 

 
25             26.24         656 
 
 

 
25             24.76         619 

 
 

 
294          -0.366      0.715

 

 
 
 
 

  The results in table (6) prove the equivalence case. Thus, we can say that the 

students have the same level of skills in the listening, speaking as well as the oral test 

as a whole.The following figures show graphically the equivalence of the achieved 

scores in the different groups. 
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Figure (1) Significance of Differences between the Mean Ranks of the Experimental and 

 

Control Groups in the Pre-Test 
 

     Both table( 6) and Figure (1) indicate that there were no statistically significant 

difference between mean scores of students in  the oral communication pre- test  and 

it's two parts(speaking and listening) between the experimental and the control 

groups.  The Mann-Whitney Z value ranged between (-0.03, -0.326), while the 

tabulate value is (±1.96) at the level of (0.05) which is equal to (±2.57) at the level 

(0.01), and this suggested that the language performance of the students of the two 

groups in the pre - test as a whole, in its two parts, were almost equal. This proved 

that the two groups have the same level of oral communication skills on the pretest 

(before starting the implementation of the experiment). 

 
- The Experiment 

     Both the experimental and the control groups were taught by the researcher. 

Only members of the experimental group were exposed to animated cartoons 

proposed in  this  study.  However,  members  of  the  control  group  handled  

regular  classroom activities. Thus, both the experimental and the control groups 

had the same classroom teacher, and amount of time.  

- Post – testing 

    The   researcher   administered   the   oral   communication   post-test   to   the 

experimental  and  the  control  groups.  Then,  students'  performance  was  checked 

according to the key model answer and rubrics  To conclude, the researcher had 

used many strategies and activities to develop oral  communication  skills  through  

animated  cartoons.  These  resources  promoted learning in a motivated and relaxed 

way Animated cartoons made everyday situations as fun and educational as possible. 

The fourth chapter will present the results of the  Research experiment 
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Results and Discussions 

     Students' scores on the pre- and post- tests were statistically analyzed using the 

Statistical Package of Social Science (SPSS). Then, the nonparametric Mann-

Whitney comparison test was administered to identify the effectiveness of animated 

cartoons on developing oral communication skills (listening and speaking).Finally, 

the effect size was obtained by using Blake’s modified gain ratio. 
 

Testing  the Hypotheses 
 

1. Hypothesis One 
 

 

The first hypothesis of this research as stated in chapter two was “There is a 

statistically significant difference at 0.05 between the experimental and the control 

groups in the post-test means of English speaking skills in favor of the experimental 

group” In order to verify the validity of this hypothesis, The nonparametric Mann- 

Whitney comparison test was administered to compare the mean scores of the two 

groups on the post-test. Relevant data to this hypothesis are provided in table: 7 
 

 

Table:  7 T-values of the post-test for the Experimental and Control groups on the 
speaking skill

 

Test 
 

Group 
 

N         Mean rank 
 

U-value 
 

Z-value 
 

Sig.

 
Speaking 

Experiment 

 
Control 

25         35.84 

 
25         15.16 

 
54           5.117** 

 
0.00

 

*sig. 0.05                              ** sig. 0.01 
 

 

Table(7 )shows that the mean of ranks of the experiment group was 37.36 and 13.64 

for the control one, with the calculated U-value 54 and Z-value at 5.117, the 

tabulate U-value for is 211, and the tabulate Z-value is 1.96 at alpha 0.05, and that 

strongly indicates the significant difference between the median of the experimental 

group and the control group. Thus, the first hypothesis is supported. 

     Due to the previous results in table(7 ), which shows the strongly significant 

differences in favor of experimental group, The Modified Blake's Gain Ratio was 

administered on the scores of the experimental group on the Post and  Pre. Tests of 

the speaking skill and the results are as follows: 
 

Table(8 ) Modified Blake's Gain Ratio for Post- Pre. Speaking Test for the 
experimental Group

 

procedure 
 

Modified Black's Gain Ratio

Modified Blake's Gain Ratio         44 39.4 14.2 1.42
 

      The computed modified Blake's Gain Ratio for Post- Pre. Test of 
speaking skill was 1.42, which is not less than the standard value at 1.2. Thus, the 

proposed model of animated cartoons has strong effect on the development of 

speaking skills among students of the first grade secondary. On the other hand, the 

modified Black's Gain Ratio for the control group was computed according to the 

Post- Pre speaking Tests. The computed value of modified Blake's Gain Ratio was 

equal to 0.26, which indicates the negligible trivial effectiveness due to the 



-41- 

 

  

traditional method of teaching applied on the control group. Thus, the first- sub 

question “To what extent are animated cartoons effective in developing the 

speaking skill?” is answered positively. 

2-Hypothesis Two 

The second hypothesis of this research as stated in chapter two was “There is a 

statistically significant difference at 0.05 between the experimental and the control 

groups in the post-test means of the English listening skills in favor of the experimental 

group”.  In  order  to  test  the  validity  of  this  hypothesis,  the  nonparametric  Mann- 

Whitney comparison test was administered to compare the mean scores of the two 

groups on the post-test. Relevant data to this hypothesis are provided in table:9 
 

Table(9 )  t-values for the post-test of the Experimental and Control Groups on 
listening skill

 

Test 
 

Group 
 

N          Mean rank 
 

U-value 
 

Z-value 
 

Sig.

 
Listening 

Experimental 
 

Control 

25       37.36 
 
25       13.64 

 
16           5.767** 

 
0.00

 

*sig. 0.05                              ** sig. 0.01 
 

 

    Table :9 shows that the mean of ranks of the experimental group was 37.36 and 

13.64 for the control one, with the calculated U-value 16 and Z-value at 5.767, the 

tabulate U-value for   is 211, and the tabulate Z-value is 1.96 at alpha 0.05, and that 

strongly indicated the significant difference between the median of the 

experimental group and the control group. Thus, the second hypothesis is  

supported Due to the previous results in table 4.3, which shows the strongly 

significant differences in favor of the experimental group, The Modified Blake's 

Gain Ratio was administered on the scores of the experimental group on the Post- 

Pre. Tests of the listening skill and the results are as  follows: 
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Table (10) The Modified Blake's Gain Ratio of the Post- Pre. Listening Tests for the Experimental 

Group
 

procedure 
 

Modified Black's Gain Ratio

Modified Blake's Gain Ratio          12 9.68 2.36 1.37
 

 

    The computed modified Blake's Gain Ratio for the Post- Pre. Tests of   the 

speaking skill was 1.37, which is not less than the standard value at 1.2. Thus, the 

proposed program of animated cartoons has a strong effect on the development of 

the listening skill among students of the first grade secondary. On the other hand, 

the modified Black's Gain Ratio for the control group was computed according to 

the Post- Pre speaking Test. The computed value of the modified Black's Gain 

Ratio was equal to 0.1,  which  indicates  the  trivial  effectiveness  of  the  

traditional  method  of  teaching applied on the control group. Thus, the first-sub 

question “To what extent are animated cartoons effective in developing the 

speaking skill?” is answered positively. 
 

3.Answering the Main Question 
 

 

The main question of this research was“ To what extent animated cartoon 

are effective in developing oral communication skills in English Language among 

the students of the first grade secondary in Alrass city?”. In order to answer the 

main question, The nonparametric Mann-Whitney comparison test was 

administered to compare the mean scores of the two groups on the post-test. 

Relevant data to this question are provided in table4.5 
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Table(11 ) Comparison between the experimental and the control group in the oral communication 
 

post- test
 

Test 
 

Group 
 

N          Mean rank 
 

U-value 
 

Z-value 
 

Sig.

Oral 

Communication 

post- test 

Experiment 
 

Control 

25       37.42 
 
25       13.58 

 
14.5 

 
5.794** 

 
0.00

 

*sig. 0.05                             ** sig. 0.01 
 
 

Table (11) shows that the mean ranks of the experimental group was 

37.42 in contrast to 13.58 for the control one, with the calculated U-value 

14.5 and Z-value at5.794, the tabulate U-value for                         is 211, and 

the tabulate Z-value is 1.96 at alpha 0.05, and that strongly indicates the 

significant difference between the medians of the experimental group and the 

control group. 

 

   Due to the previous results in table (9), which shows the strongly significant 

differences in favor of the experimental group, The Modified Black's Gain 

Ratio was administered on the scores of the experimental group on the Post- 

Pre. Test of the speaking and listening skills and the results are as in the 

following: 

 

Table( 1 2  ) Modified Blake's Gain Ratio for whole Oral Communication Post- Pre. Tests for 

the experimental group
 

procedure 
 

Modified Black's Gain Ratio

Modified Blake's Gain Ratio          56 37.08 17.56 1.38
 

 
The  computed  modified  Black's  Gain  Ratio  for  the  Post-  Pre.  

Test  of  the speaking and listening skills was 1.38, which is within the 

standard value 1.2. Thus, the proposed  model  of  animated  cartoons  has  a  

strong  effect  on  the  development  of speaking and listening skills among 

students of the first grade secondary. On the other hand, the modified 

Black's Gain Ratio for the control group was computed according to the 

Post- Pre.  Speaking and  listening Tests. The computed value of modified 

Blake's Gain Ratio was equal to 0.297, which indicates the trivial 

effectiveness of the traditional
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method of teaching applied on the control group. Thus, the main question is 

answered positively. 

 Discussion and Interpretation 
As   mentioned   above,   the   results   of   the   nonparametric   Mann-

Whitney comparison  Test  showed  that  there  was  a  significant  difference  

at  the  0.00  level between the experimental and the control groups in the 

post-test means of speaking, listening, and the whole performance test. This 

means that the experimental group achieved  a significant  improvement  in  

oral communication  (speaking and listening).Thus Animated Cartoons have 

been effective in enhancing the experimental group's speaking and listening 

skills. The difference between the two groups is manifested in figure 4.1. 
 

Figure (2) The means of the experimental and the control  groups in speaking, listening, and the 

whole skills 

 

   This improvement can be interpreted in more than one way. First, teaching oral 

skills through animated cartoons helped in creating a friendly atmosphere which 

might had reduced speaking anxiety among students. Subsequently, gives students 

a chance to practice naturalistically. This agrees with what  Basic (2011) states 

that in order to encourage speaking in   classrooms it is important to strive for a 

pleasant atmosphere where every student can feel relaxed and motivated to 

communicate orally. This authentic use encouraged the students to functionalize 

the language they have been studying for years. 
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Another reason that might have helped in improving oral 

communication skills among the students of the experimental group is that 

animated cartoons involve more than one sense (multisensory learning).The 

engagement of audio-visual stimuli encouraged the students to participate 

and enhanced the in retention (memory retention) of new language items. 

This was in vice versa of the control group which studied according to the 

traditional method that depended only on using the traditional audio files 

provided by the ministry of education (uni-sensory learning). This agreed 

with Arikan and Taraf (2010), who emphasized that animation is a valuable 

multisensory method that help in introducing authentic language in the 

classroom. 

 

A third reason that might have played a role in developing oral 

communication skills is that animated cartoons captured students' attention. 

For instance, although most participants of this study did not know the 

meaning of some vocabularies that encountered them in the animated 

cartoon dialogues, they kept listening and watching attentively. The 

animated cartoon videos might have helped the students of the experimental 

group to deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words. Thus, they were able to  

follow  the  dialogues  included  in  the animated  cartoons.  On  the  contrary 

to  the traditional way of teaching oral communication skills in which 

students might have got bored, the animated cartoons were interesting. Thus 

students did not lose interest in paying  attention  and  learning.  As  a  

conclusion,  the  animated  cartoons  made  the language more 

comprehensible (Krashen's comprehensible input). 

The findings are consistent with the findings of Jaenab et al(2014) who  

asserted that animated cartoons are one of the media that can increase 

students listening comprehension skills. It  also,  agrees with Pratiwi (2010, 

P.142) who stated that using animated cartoons in teaching pronunciation 

encourages the students to learn pronunciation in "an easy and enjoyable 

way". Similarly, It agrees with Alaba (2014, P.81)who suggested that 

animated cartoons make "complex thing more meaningful and enjoyable to 

learn". Likewise, It's compatible with the findings of both Juhani (2015) and 

Talaat(2014)who affirmed the effectiveness of animated cartoons in 

developing oral communication skills. 
 

-Conclusion 
 

 

Based on the results of this study, animated cartoon has proved to be 

useful in improving students’ performance of oral communication. Animated 

cartoons can be considered as a non-traditional modern technique, which 

make learning process more effective and flexible. Moreover, the results 

achieved by the experimental group in this study can motivate English 

teachers as well as teachers of other courses like mathematics, chemistry, etc 

to use this attractive technique in classrooms. In brief, the benefits of the 

animated cartoons achieved in this study are shown in the following points: 
 

- Helped students to develop English oral communication skills. 
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-  Created  an  interactive  classroom  environment  that encourages  students  

to acquire the language   Added some sort of enjoyment and pleasure to the 

classroom, which affected students’ achievement positively. 

-     Stimulated   students   to   engage   more   than   one   sense   during   

learning (multisensory Theory). 

-    Helped to stabilize language items in students’ minds(memory retention).  

-  Encouraged collaborative learning. 

       To conclude, animated cartoon was a practical and meaningful technique to 

teach oral communication skills. Moreover, it can be used in almost any subject 

such as mathematics, science and history. 

 
- Recommendations 
 

 

Based on the results of the study, the researcher recommends the following: 
 

A.   for Ministry of Education 
 
The Ministry of Education is advised to; 

- Provide  the  public  schools  with  special  halls  for  watching  animated 

cartoons equipped with effective aids, like computers and audio material. 

- Include non-traditional activities and techniques in English syllabuses. 

- Provide teachers with training courses and workshops to enhance using 

animation in their classes. 

B.    for English Teachers 

Teachers of English Language are advised to; 

- Use animated cartoons technique in order to make learning the language more 

enjoyable and favorable experience 

- Take advantage of animated cartoons in terms of dealing with students' 

individual differences in the classroom by making the content of English 

courses more attractive and easier. 

- Encourage  students  to  practice  oral  communication  skills  inside  and 

outside the classroom in natural and meaningful situations. This can be 

achieved by using animated cartoons which provide more opportunities for 

practicing the language 

- Improve  the  traditional  methods  in  teaching  English  by  using  new 

technologies in teaching like animation. 

C.   For Researchers 
Researchers are advised to 

- Generalize the study over the students in other classes and in different ages. 

-   Investigate the effectiveness of animated cartoons on other language skills. 

-   Investigate the effectiveness of animated cartoons on teachers as well as 

students’ attitude towards language teaching and learning. 
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